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Why Renewable Energy Matters 



 

 

 

 

Recommendation 1: Adopt social performance and 

sustainability as the frames of reference in developing 

and implementing the green transition and energy 

access partnership. 



 

 

 

 

1. Support community-based and small-scale value creation in energy sector 

development. 



 

 

 

 

2. Invest in empowerment of local entrepreneurs and policymakers through 

targeted RE skills development, capacity building, and development of local 

industries. 

3. Position research and development as a main focus area. 



 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation 2: Commit to developing financial 

environments that provide sustainable capital for 

climate-friendly investment, with a special focus on 

small-scale RE projects. 

                                                

Action Points 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/22/climate-change-study-poor-countries-4tn-2030-avert-catastrophe-paris-agreement
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/22/climate-change-study-poor-countries-4tn-2030-avert-catastrophe-paris-agreement


 

 

 

 

1. Guarantee direct access to sustainable financing and risk-taking instruments for 

local small- and medium-sized RE project development through adequate and 

appropriate financing instruments. 

2. Invest in awareness-raising, support, and regulatory reforms so that local 

financial institutions (public and private) are able to provide affordable and 

accessible credit for RE investments, and develop new forms of support and 

guarantee schemes that enable diversified ownership. 

                                                

 

https://www.bundeskanzlerin.de/bkin-de/aktuelles/rede-von-bundeskanzlerin-merkel-im-rahmen-des-xi-petersberger-klimadialogs-am-28-april-2020-videokonferenz--1748018
https://www.bundeskanzlerin.de/bkin-de/aktuelles/rede-von-bundeskanzlerin-merkel-im-rahmen-des-xi-petersberger-klimadialogs-am-28-april-2020-videokonferenz--1748018


 

 

 

 

3. Ensure support only for public–private partnerships that meet all requirements 

and principles of social and environmental safeguards and genuinely benefit local 

societies. 

Action Points 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recommendation 3: Strengthen African leadership, 

ownership, and good governance as guiding principles 

for the EU–Africa energy partnership. 

1. Support and align all RE interactions with Africa in accordance with the vision, 

frameworks, principles, and work priorities of African-owned, African-led, and 

African-initiated RE initiatives such as AREI, LDC REEEI, and AFRETRAP. 



 

 

 

 

2. Ensure inclusive participation by CSOs and stakeholders according to a rights-

based approach through appropriate formats for engagement and dialogue, 

targeted capacity building, and financial support. 
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http://ldcreeei.org/
http://ldcreeei.org/
https://afrec-energy.org/publications/afrec-energy-transition-en.pdf
https://afrec-energy.org/publications/afrec-energy-transition-en.pdf
https://powershiftafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Reviewing-Africas-Renewable-Energy-Initiative.pdf
https://powershiftafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Reviewing-Africas-Renewable-Energy-Initiative.pdf
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through networking with African CSOs, experts, and the media to increase Africa’s 
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